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NEWS FLASH!

• Zoom into Winter with a
virtual course!
• Join us on a Virtual Day
School this Winter!
• You can now book a 2021
Residential Field Trip once
again!

The blue sky is a reminder of sunnier times, last year. when Down to Earth reader Lawrence
Heslop went in search of local field work. We published his work in the November issue.
Lawrence took this picture of fabulous trough cross bedding in sandstones at Tynemouth on
the north bank of the River Tyne.
(Photo: Lawrence Heslop)

From the Editorial team...

With many of us making far greater use of the internet as we either use it as a source of information or as a platform for what we have produced, it’s a good time to assess the impact it has on Earth science.

Both Colin and Chris make much use of the internet to source YouTube videos and other information that we then share with our learners.
We’ve both been struck by how much good stuff that there is out there. Even compared to five years ago, there seems to be at least double and
It’s spread across all forms; articles, images and YouTube video clips.

Unfortunately, because there’s little regulation not all of the material is accurate or of consistent quality. Amateur video you can deal with, but
some of the geological inaccuracies aren’t confined to the amateur stuff. It’s only too easy to see how erroneous statements, once made, can be
picked up and passed on. Before you know it, ‘fake news’ is everywhere. It’s a pity, if only people passed their material to someone else
before it was published!

A casie in point was a recent video about the landscape of the Yorkshire Dales. It was fine, aside from the fact that the Carboniferous limestone was described as 200 million years old. The more accurate age is 350 million, not a small error. Nobody wants to put people off from
sharing their experiences with a wider audience. Likewise we all make mistakes, ourselves included, but we always try to correct any errors.

In the meantime, we hope that you’ll continue to use the internet as a ready source of information, just treat what’s there with a pinch of salt!
As the lockdown continues, do continue to support all of us who are offering distance learning. Visit our website: www.geosupplies.co.uk or
email: downtoearth@geosupplies.co.uk to see what’s on offer.

Chris Darmon & Colin Schofield

The Down to Earth editorial team

See pages 6 - 8 for details of our virtual
events, day schools and residential courses!

news update

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
About Down to Earth & DtoE extra

We are pleased to be able to inform you that we can guarantee
that there will be printed copies of all issues of Down to Earth
during 2021. Those you who subscribe will get such copies.

We would also wish to remind people that we are no longer
sending out free copies of Down to Earth in electronic form. You
can subscribe to it, either as an individual or or a group - for
details see page 4.

Down to Earth extra continues to be available FREE to all. If
you are the leader of a group, we are happy for you to share it
with your members, but please don’t put it onto your website,
without our permission.

Success! - a statue will be erected to commemorate
Mary Anning in Lyme Regis...

The campaign to raise funds for a statue to be erected in Lyme Regis,
to the memory of Mary Anning, has been successful. Led by local
school girl Evie Swire, 13, the crowdfunding campaign has raised
more than £70,000. This is enough to commission the statue which it
is hoped can be unveiled sometime in 2022. It s hoped that this will
be done in May, to coincide with Mary’s birthday.

Records show that Mary was not appreciated by many people during
her lifetime, including by a number of local people. Only after her
death, did the true significance of her work as not just a fossil
collector, but also a serious palaeontologist, become apparent.

Down to Earth

Sketch of what the statue may look like.

In a surviving letter, Mary says: “The world has used me so unkindly,
I fear it has made me suspicious of everyone.” In the years since
Mary died, aged just 47, the town of Lyme Regis has continued to be
strongly associated with the finding of rare fossils. Even today, there
are professional fossil collectors based in the area and the town boasts
a fine museum dedicated to geology in general and Mary Anning in
particular. The Lyme Regis Museum, based in Bridge Street is
currently closed due to Covid restrictions.
Down to Earth extra is designed & published by Geo Supplies Ltd.,
49 Station Road, Chapeltown, Sheffield S35 2XE
Editor: Chris Darmon
Assistant Editor: Colin Schofield
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Four year-old Lily finds an amazing dinsoaur footprint
on a Welsh beach...

A well-preserved dinosaur footprint has been discovered on Bendricks
Bay beach near Barry in South Wales, by four year-old Lily Wilder.
She spotted it whilst on a lockdown walk with her family in early
January. It’s in such good condition that it could help scientists
establish more about how dinosaurs walked.

Lily was the first to spot the new footprint on a loose block near the
sea at Bendricks Bay - a well-known beach for its dinosaur footprints,
preserved for 220 million years in desert muds. The Upper Triassic
red beds form part of the Mercia Mudstones.

Amgueddfa Cymru – National Museum of Wales Palaeontology
curator Cindy Howells was notified of the find and has described it as
the best specimen ever found on this beach. The specimen is a type of
footprint called Grallator, although it is impossible to identify which
dinosaur made the print 220 million years ago.

The new footprint is just over 10cm long and is likely to have been
made by a dinosaur that stood about 75cm tall and 2.5m long. It would
have been a slender animal which walked on its two hind feet and
actively hunted other small animals and insects.

Lily (right) on the beach where the fossil was found.
(Image: Wales online)

that works to conserve natural heritage through site ownership,
education and community engagement.

Special permission had to be sought from Natural Resources Wales
(NRW) in order to legally remove it. The fossil was extracted this
week and will be taken to National Museum Cardiff where it will be
protected for future generations to enjoy, and for scientists to study.
Dinosaurs first appeared around 230 million years ago, so this
footprint represents a very important early point in their evolution,
when the different groups of dinosaurs were first diversifying. Its
spectacular preservation may help scientists establish more about the
actual structure of their feet as the preservation is clear enough to
show individual pads and even claw impressions.

Cindy Howells, Palaeontology Curator, Amgueddfa Cymru – National
Museum Wales, said “This fossilised dinosaur footprint from 220
million years ago is one of the best-preserved examples from
anywhere in the UK and will really aid palaeontologists to get a better
idea about how these early dinosaurs walked. Its acquisition by the
museum is mainly thanks to Lily and her family who first spotted it.
“During the Covid pandemic scientists from Amgueddfa Cymru have
been highlighting the importance of nature on people’s doorstep and
this is a perfect example of this. Obviously, we don’t all have dinosaur
footprints on our doorstep but there is wealth of nature local to you if
you take the time to really look close enough.”

Lily Wilder’s footprint that she found in Bendrick’s Bay has been
positivelty identified as belonging to a dinosaur.
(Image: Wales online)

There are no fossilised bones from this dinosaur, but similar footprints
in the USA are known to have been made by the dinosaur Coelophysis
which does not occur in the UK.

Many of the other footprints found at Bendricks Bay in the past have
most likely not been from dinosaurs, but rather from some of the more
crocodilian-type reptiles that also inhabited the area.

The beach is under private ownership and is legally protected as a
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and it is also a GCR site. The
landowner, British Institute for Geological Conservation is a charity

Down to Earth

Sally Wilder, Lily’s mother, said, “It was Lily and Richard (her father)
who discovered the footprint. Lily saw it as when they were walking
along, and said “Daddy look”. When Richard came home and showed
me the photograph, I thought it looked amazing. Richard thought it
was too good to be true. I was put in touch with experts who took it
from there “We were thrilled to find out it really was a dinosaur
footprint and I am happy that it will be taken to the national museum
where we can be enjoyed and studied for generations.”

The importance of the find can be judged by the fact that media
around the world has taken up the story with the family and National
Museum of Wales being inundated with interest.

We are grateful to the National Museum of Wales press release for
this story.

This is a reminder that even in lockdown, youngsters can still make
amazing discoveries - well done Lily!
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in-house

Once again, our shop is closed to casual callers, BUT
our online shop is OPEN AS USUAL...

With the UK-wide lockdown still in place, we want to assure you that
whilst our shop may be closed, our online and mail order business is
operating as normal. If the internet isn’t for you, why not ring us and
talk to someone who knows your needs? We stock all your fieldwork
tools and also a wide range of geological maps, books and field
guides.

Go to www.geosupplies.co.uk and enter our online store. We are
also manning the office for a few hours each day, so you can ring us
on 0114 245 5746 and make a card payment.

You can still get BGS maps from us!

With BGS currently unable to access their map store at the Keyworth
Campus, they aren’t able to send out maps.

Here at Geo Supplies we keep a comprehensive range of BGS maps
and books. If we have it in stock, it can go out, but we are obviously
currently unable to replenish our stocks.

Strata - William Smith Maps - sold out, more copies
due in March...

In December a new book about
William Smith and his maps was
published lby Thames & Hudson.

A team from Oxford University
Museum of Natural History led by
Robert Macfarlane have produced
this major new work. At last,
William Smith can take his rightful
place in the history of geology. His
work can be appreciated by a new
audience.

Sad to say that we are now out of
stock of this book. We expect to receive more copies in March.

UK Bedrock Geology and William Smith jigsaws are
now back in stock...

With Winter nights (and days) still with us, what a great time to do a
jigsaw! We have both of the 1000-piece puzzles from BGS in stock at
the moment.

You can tackle the modern UK Bedrock puzzle or the William Smith
England and Wales map of 1820. The choice is yours! Both cost
£24.95 including UK postage.

Prices are likely to rise on a number of products...

We are currently experiencing supply problems on a number of
products that are sourced from abroad. This includes from several
European countries as well as the USA.

Some these delays are related to Brexit whilst others appear to be
Covid-19 related. It’s likely that there will also be some modest price
increases on some ranges. If you have fieldwork up-coming the
advice has to be to buy now!

UK rock hammers, we may have our last ones...

With less hammers being used, the only UK manufacturer has resorted
to making them individually. The current stock may be our last!

Down to Earth readers welcome!
Just 5 minutes off M1 Jn 35 N. Sheffield

GEO SUPPLIES LTD.
49 Station Road, Chapeltown S35 2XE
Tel: 0114 245 5746 • www.geosupplies.co.uk
Check for our current opening hours
Our shop
is currently only open for a click
Call us before calling in 0114 2455746
collect
service
pre-ordered
items
Order
online
at:of
www.geosupplies.co.uk
Callers
always
make savings!

get Down to Earth regularly...

&

During the pandemic we stopped printing copies of our quarterly magazine Down to Earth and instead produced only
electronic copies. We sent these out, free of charge to everyone on our ‘extra’ mailing list. We have now restarted
printing and so you will no longer receive a free electronic copy, unless you are a subscriber. If you’ve enjoyed reading
it, we invite you to subscribe to Down to Earth magazine for 2021.
If you already subscribe to printed or electronic copies, please check that your subscription is up to date.

Down to Earth is published quarterly. Take out an e-subscription now for 2021 for just £10.00 anywhere in the world, or £15.00
for printed copies in the UK. We’ll send you the next 4 issues, to the end of 2021. Additionally, all subscribers will get DtoE extra
FREE each month. If you’d like back issues of printed copies, you can get a parcel of these for just £15.00 extra.
HOW TO SUBSCRIBE - Go online at: www.geosupplies.co.uk • Tel. 0114 245 5746 and quote any major card • or send a cheque
(payable to Geo Supplies Ltd.) to: 49 Station Road, Chapeltown, Sheffield S35 2XE
Extra Feb 2021

Down to Earth
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lockdown

With various lockdowns in England and a continuation of severe
restrictions across the other nations of the UK, there has been a
cessation of face-to-face lectures and talks. That said, many local
clubs and societies are holding meetings by Zoom or YouTube.

If you tell us, we’ll try to communicate your events to a wider
audience. Email: downtoearth@geosupplies.co.uk
The Geological Society virtual event
Mary Anning with Tom Sharpe, March 9th

Tome Sharpe, author of the acclaimed “Fossil Woman” book, will be
presenting this virtual event, hosted by The Geological Society.

To attend, you must book in advance. Tickets cost £5.00 and should
be booked through Eventbrite, using the link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gsl-library-event-mary-anning-talkwith-author-tom-sharpe-tickets-139642324953
Something for the kids...

If you are a parent or grandparent with school age children, you will
probably know all about the challenges of keeping them learning
during these long weeks of lockdown.

Schools have been very good at organising lessons online and there’s
also the BBC programmes. The coverage offered by such
programmes will be largely focussed on what we might call the
‘mainstream’ subjects, with little or no Earth science.

However, I’ve come across a brilliant website, that’s aimed at primary
aged children called OneGeology Kids.

Would your group like a personal Zoom session?

We at Down to Earth are now able to offer your group a personal
Zoom session on the subject of your choice! For as little as £50.00 for
a one hour session.

Contact us at: downtoearth@geosupplies.co.uk

More groups are holding Zoom sessions...

We have heard from several more groups who are holding Zoom
sessions. All of these events are open to all.

In each case, go to the Society’s website in the first instance.

Manchester GA Group http://www.magnetooptics.org.uk/
Shropshire Geological Society
http://www.shortsightedly.org.uk/SGT/Servients.html

Liverpool Geological Society
To join a meeting contact the Secretary: lg.sec@btinternet.com
Westmorland Geological Association
To register please email: westernizations@glial.com

Coastal rock armour, can you help Caz?

Caz Donovan, who’s based down in Devon, is using her lockdown
time to carry out some work on the rock that’s been used over the
years as coastal rock armour.

She’s doing the work for Rockaways, as, for many kids, coatal rock
armour is a good way into ‘exotic’ rocks. So far as we know, no one
has written anything about the subject and especially not for kids.

If you’ve got some interesting rock that’s been used in your area, Caz
would love to hear from you. Rock armour has been used right down
the east coast f the UK and also along parts of the south coast.

Cas is particularly keen to hear about some of the foreign rock types
that have been used and where they originate from.

OneGeology Kids fun at the Giant’s Causeway - all you have to do is
click on a character for more subject content!

This is in the information for parents section:

“The OneGeology Kids pages are for young children under 10 years
old and all young budding geologists out there. Investigate what
geology is all about, from dinosaurs and volcanoes to water and
energy. These pages are aimed at younger children as a basic and fun
introduction to geology around the world.”

Go to the home page:
http://www.onegeology.org/extra/kids/home.html

Down to Earth

To start you off, this was found in use on Holicombe Beach - does
anyone recognise it or know where it came from?
You can email her at:

extra 98 February 2021

5

learning zone

Join us at a Virtual Day School soon...

We’re replacing our usual Winter programme of Day Schools that
we run around the country with virtual events that we are holding in
your home! These lively and interesting sessions take place on
Wednesdays throughout the Winter and are suitable for all. Each
day begins around 10.30 and ends around 4.00 with live Zoom
sessions and materials to study at home.

February 10 Time our most precious asset
The vastness of geological time is something that we take for granted,
yet its discovery by James Hutton was the simple key that unlocked
the secrets of the Earth. During this day we’ll be examining aspects of
geological time, including how we divide it up and how we can now
measure it with increasing accuracy. It’s a long journey that for us, at
least, lasts just one day!

February 24 Minerals for all
Minerals are the Earth’s chemistry store. The fact that there are
thousands of minerals is testament to the complexity of Earth
chemistry. We’ll be asking and answering some of the basic questions
about how minerals form, how to identify them and find out what uses
they can be put to. The day will be a lively mixture of activities for
you to do that everyone should find interesting.

March 10 Inside out geology - reading rock outcrops virtually
With no outside fieldwork possible, we’re showing you some of the
skills that you need to really understand what’s going on at various
rock outcrops. You will discover that every picture tells a geological
story, if only you can read it! It may not be quite the same as real
fieldwork, but we’ll do our best for you.

March 24 The UK’s oil & gas bonanza
For the past 50 years Britain has benefitted from offshore and onshore
oil and gas. It’s an industry that still pumps millions of barrels a year,
yet for most people, it’s something they have scant knowledge of. In
this day school we’ll tell you the story of how the reserves were
discorded, the technology that brought the oil and gas to the surface
and then how it was transported to the refineries.

April 7 Major limestones of the UK
Limestones occur throughout the country. They are amongst our most
useful rocks. How did they form and what are they used for? In this
day you’ll be learning all about limestones, from the Ordovician
Durness of NW Scotland to the Cretaceous Chalk of Kent. If there’s a
limestone near you - we will be covering it!

Virtual Day Schools cost £20.00 each or, if you’d like printed papers
for each they are £5.00 extra.

Time Traveller’s Britain - live Zoom sessions!

Following the success of our initial series of six, hour-long live
Zoom sessions, we’re announcing a further series of six! Once
again we have chosen some classic areas of British geology.
Northwest Highlands of Scotland
Lizard Peninsula of Cornwall
North Pennines
Ballantrae Igneous Complex of Southwest Scotland
Isle of Man & Yorkshire Coast

Down to Earth

Sessions take place on Thursdays at 2pm or 7pm to suit you,
beginning on January 25th. The cost for all six sessions is £30.00 or
£45.00 if you want the materials in printed form.
For further details go to: www.geosupplies.co.uk.

Would you describe yourself as a ‘beginner’
when it comes to geology?

If your answer to the above question is ‘yes’, and you want to learn
more then we’ve got the perfect course for you!

Steps towards the rock face - is our popular course for those new to
geology and the Earth sciences. It covers a wide spectrum of basic
materials on rocks, minerals and fossils and much more besides. This
course has been specifically designed with adult learners in mind. It
does not require you to submit homework and you can do it
electronically or by post to suit your requirements.
Cost: £50.00 by Moodle/Email, or £75.00 by post.

We stand ready to restart residential
fieldwork when it’s safe to do so...

With infection rates falling and the vaccination programme now in
full swing, the time will come, we hope, when we can consider
restarting residential field trips in the UK.

We will always put the safety of all of our clients first and so, for the
time being we will not be promoting anything outside the UK. To join
any of our trips you will be required to have completed your course of
vaccinations and be ‘fit to travel’. We are currently looking at the
period between May and October of 2021. All this is, of course,
subject to Government approval at the time.

This is the provisional programme for 2021:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Northwest Highlands of Scotland - May 5-13
Islay, Jura & Gigha - June 5-13
Shetland Isles - June 19-26
Pembrokeshire - July 3-10
Western Lake District - July 17-24
Worcester Summer School - August 14-21
Outer Hebrides - September 1-9
Forest of Dean - September 13-17
Isle of Arran - September 24 - October 1
South Devon Geopark - October 9-16

You can view the brochures online at our website:
www.geosupplies.co.uk. or contact us for a copy.
Email: downtoearth@geosupplies.co.uk
Tel: 0114 245 5746

Booking forms can only be obtained from us.
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Down to Earth
‘Earth science learning for all’

The learning zone

Come & join us on a Zoom Virtual Day
School or Course this Winter...

With face-to-face classes and live fieldwork now pretty well impossible,
we’ve taken to holding Zoom sessions on a regular basis. After having
success with an initial series of live Zoom sessions we’re having another
6-week course and also continuing our ‘Virtual Day Schools’. We’re all
still learning and having fun together in the new virtual world!
Winter Virtual Day Schools on the following Wednesdays:•
•
•
•
•

Time, our most precious asset (February 10)
Minerals for all (February 24)
Inside out geology - reading rock outcrops virtually (March 10)
The UK’s Oil & Gas bonanza (March 24)
The major limestones of the UK (April 7)

Virtual Day Schools are offered at the bargain price of £20.00 each or
£25.00 if you would like printed papers.

Live Zoom Sessions (6-weeks) commencing Thursday, February 25th
Zoom sessions take place at 2pm or 7pm and last about an hour. It’s
your choice which session you attend!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Northwest Highlands of Scotland
The Lizard Peninsula
The Yorkshire Coast
The North Pennines
The Ballantrae Igneous Complex
The isle of Man

These 6 live Zoom sessions are offered at the bargain price of £30.00 for
one person or £45.00 for a couple. Choice of 2pm or 7pm Zoom sessions.
Everyone is welcome on a Down to Earth learning experience!

Enrol online at www.geosupplies.co.uk or ring us on 0114 245 5746
Geo Supplies Ltd 49 Station Road, Chapeltown, Sheffield S35 2XE

Down to Earth
‘Earth science learning for all’

The learning zone

Time Travellers Britain Live Zoom 2!

Now that we’ve trialled hour long live Zoom sessions, we’re
ready for the next set of six to begin! Now all we are
waiting for is YOU to join us!

Each hour long Zoom session will spotlight an area of
outstanding British Geology which your hosts know well.

Through the medium of maps, diagrams, photographs and
YouTube video, each area will come alive! Each session
comes with additional materials available by email or on
Moodle. (Printed materials for an additional £15.00.)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Northwest Highlands of Scotland
The Lizard Peninsula
The Yorkshire Coast
The North Pennines
The Ballantrae Igneous Complex
The isle of Man

The course costs just £30.00, or £45.00 for a couple, with
Zoom meetings taking place on Thursdays, commencing
February 25 at 2pm & 7pm (you choose).
Everyone is welcome on this fun course.

Enrol online at www.geosupplies.co.uk or ring us on 0114 245 5746
Geo Supplies Ltd 49 Station Road, Chapeltown, Sheffield S35 2XE

Featured books
books
Featured
for February
2021
December
2020

In each issue we are pleased to be able to introduce you to a range of featured books. Where they are
being offered at reduced prices, these will be current to the end of February 2021 provided that stocks are
available. Please note, all prices include UK postage.

Just out!
£26.00

New!
£14.00

New!
£22.00
6

Recent!
£19.99

Great!
£15.00
New!
£35.00
9

Special!
£12.00

Value!
£15.95

The pair
£28.00
BGS map & book packs UK
North & South £16.00
each or the pair for £28.00

Recent!
£8.99

Paperback!
£11.00

Order online at www.geosupplies.co.uk or ring us on 0114 245 5746
Geo Supplies Ltd 49 Station Road, Chapeltown, Sheffield S35 2XE

