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NEWS FLASH!

• Join us on a Virtual Day
School this Spring
• You can now book a 2021
Residential Field Trip once
again!
• See the 2021/2 Residential
Field Trip programme!

A reminder of pre-Covid fieldwork. This was on the Dorset Coast near Lulworth Cove in 2005,
when the only thing you worried about was a falling rock. Roll on to the time when we can
once again enjoy field geology.
(Photo: Chris Darmon)

From the Editorial team...

Milestones are important signposts along a route of travel and a casual glance at this edition of DtoE extra reveals that this is Issue 100. It
means that we’ve been producing this electronic bulletin for more than 8 years and we’ve never missed a single issue! In that time the
circulation has steadily risen and it now reaches at least 3000 people, which is pretty amazing. There are around 1700 individual email a
addresses and possibly as many as double that get it thanks to your local geological society. We would like to thank you all for your support.

It’s appropriate that Issue 100 should also mark the beginning of our route back to what will be the ‘new normal’ as restrictions are slowly
eased and we can begin to meet up and travel around the UK. Please don’t be fooled though. Covid isn’t beaten, not by any means and
restrictions on group travel aren’t about to be lifted immediately. Whilst hotels in the home nations may be able to reopen at the end of April
this doesn’t mean that we can immediately host a residential field trip.

Looking further afield, it’s very tempting to make an instant booking and make the short flight to Keflavik, Iceland to view that country’s latest
volcanic eruption. Yes, it’s tempting, but it isn’t possible right now and in any case, tourists peering at fire fountains is the last thing the
country needs right now, as it puzzles over what will happen next. To have even a small eruption just 20 miles from your capital city, with the
spectacle in clear view must be a worry. Most of all people living in Grindavik less than 10 miles away, just want the earthquakes to stop.

There is one comforting thought though. In a year when nothing has seemed normal, this is the Earth doing just that! We urge you all to
continue to stay cautious and watch out carefully as things open up over the coming months.

Chris Darmon & Colin Schofield

The Down to Earth editorial team

See pages 6 - 8 for details of our virtual
events, day schools and residential courses!

news update

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
About Down to Earth & DtoE extra

We are pleased to be able to inform you that we can guarantee
that there will be printed copies of all issues of Down to Earth
during 2021. Those of you who subscribe will get such copies.

We would also wish to remind people that we are no longer
sending out free copies of Down to Earth in electronic form. You
can subscribe to it, either as an individual or a group - for
details see page 5.

Down to Earth extra continues to be available FREE to all. If
you are the leader of a group, we are happy for you to share it
with your members, but please don’t put it onto your website,
without our permission.

After a month in which more than 5000 earthquakes
were recorded... comes an eruption!

In the last issue of DtoE extra we told you about the huge number of
earthquakes that were occurring on a daily basis on the Reykjanes
Peninsula, to the SW of Iceland’s capital Reykjavik. At the time we
wondered whether or not this was going to lead to an eruption.

Fagradalsfjall eruption in the first few hours. (Image: www.mbl.is)

Reykjanes Peninsula. Lava flow from this 200-metre fissure was first
discovered by an Icelandic Coast Guard helicopter on March 19, 2021
in the Geldingadalur area near Grindavík, and within hours the fissure
had grown to 500 meters in length This was accompanied by small
scale lava fountains and the developments of small cones.

The sight of runny lavas flowing in streams towards lower ground is
something that has not been witnessed in this part of Iceland for

The question was answered at around 2.45 local time on March 19th.
with the beginnings of a small eruption at Fagradalsfjall, around 20
miles from Reykjavik and less than 10 miles from the coastal
community of Grindavik.

This followed a three-week period of increased seismic activity, then a
fissure developed near Fagradalsfjall, a mountain on the
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How’s this for fresh ropey lava?

up again more powerful...or that was it! The best thing that should
happen is that the earthquakes stop. People in Grindavík are getting
tired!”

Watch what happens in the days and weeks to come and in the
meantime enjoy the images and film from this latest chapter in
Iceland’s long volcanic history.

Watch this video:
https://www.mbl.is/frettir/innlent/2021/03/21/horft_ofan_i_augad/

Now we think that we know where the Martian water
may have gone...

As theories go they don’t come simpler than this. The water that was
once covering parts of the surface of Mars, is still there, but it’s locked
up in minerals that exist below the surface!

Or as National Geographic puts it: “Oceans’ worth of ancient water
may have been locked up in minerals in Mars's crust, increasing
estimates for the total amount of that once flowed on the red planet.”

With the Perseverance Rover up there right now, this should be
relatively easy to check provided they have the right tools with them.
Down on planet Earth we’d be looking for minerals like Gypsum
which is hydrated calcium sulphate.

That said, it could also be a lot more complicated than that. But this is
a good first step at an explanation. It was a pity that the British media
didn’t think fit to try some sort of explanation, as I’ve just done. It
seems that basic chemistry is beyond some people!

Images of the eruption taken on March 20th. (Images: www.ruv.is)

hundreds of years. This is not likely to cause much disruption as it is
not currently involving the production of ash. Whilst the nearby
airport closed briefly, it is now fully operational.

According to our Icelandic contact, Ingi, the consensus is that this will
probably die down just as quickly as it has begun. “Its a very small
eruption, just the question what will happen? It could die out, wake
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That Gloucestershire meteorite did turn up!

At least one lucky person found a fragment of the meteorite that fell
onto Gloucestershire on February 28th. It landed on the village of
Winchcombe during the evening and the next day, following a lot of
publicity, at least one fragment was reported.

The extra terrestrial object landed on the driveway of the Wilcock
family. "When I heard it drop, I stood up and looked out the window
to see what was there," recalled Hannah. "But because it was dark I
couldn't see anything.

This is a fragment of the carbonaceous chondrite meteorite.
(Image: Natural History Museum London)

"It was only the next morning when we went out that we saw it on the
drive - a bit like a kind of splatter. And in all honesty, my original
thought was - has someone been driving around the Cotswolds

Down to Earth

lobbing lumps of coal into people's gardens?" she told BBC News.

What they had on their property was an extremely rare and valuable
fragment of a carbonaceous chondrite, the likes of which has never
before been recorded as having landed anywhere in the UK. It
dates back to the formation of our solar system around 4.6 billion
years ago. This fragment weighs in at around 300 gm.

The Wilcox family at their home in Winchcombe.

Meanwhile, where is this super rare meteorite now? Well the piece
shown on this page which is about 2cm across, is in the safe keeping
of the Natural History Museum, but as for the larger fragment, no
mention has yet been made.

Does it belong to the people who found it? There’s a question!

extra 100 April 2021
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in-house

We’re getting ready to welcoming callers once again...

After several months of not being open to casual callers, as we are not
classed as being ‘essential retail’, we are getting ready to open on
April 12th.

Chris says ‘thank you’ for his birthday cards...

The Editor recently passed his 70th milestone birthday and some of
you decided that there had to be an appropriate card! Much
appreciated folks, thank you!

The plan is that we will be open from 8.30-3.00 Monday to Friday and
9-12.30 on Saturdays. However, we advise that if you are planning a
visit, please check before travelling that we are here.

Remember that it’s our policy that you will never pay more than the
online price for all items, and that you will often pay less. After all we
don’t have to pay postage!

We keep a copy of most of the BGS maps that are available in folded
format, however there may be some gaps as we have not been able to
re-stock in recent months.

You can also access our full online shop by going to:
www.geosupplies.co.uk and enter our online store. We are also
manning the phone during shop hours, so you can ring us on 0114
245 5746 and make a card payment.

The William Smith strata book is back in stock!

The first print run sold out in
record time and now it’s back
in stock once again!

Down to Earth readers welcome!
Just 5 minutes off M1 Jn 35 N. Sheffield

This magnificent book weighs
over 3 kg, but it’s also
amazing value!

GEO SUPPLIES LTD.
49 Station Road, Chapeltown S35 2XE
Tel: 0114 245 5746 • www.geosupplies.co.uk
Check for our current opening hours
Our shop
should be open from April 12th for
Call us before calling in 0114 2455746
the
full
range
goods
services
Order
online
at: of
www.geosupplies.co.uk
Callers
always
make&
savings!

Buy it via our website or ring
us - £42.50 inc postage.

get Down to Earth regularly...

During the pandemic we stopped printing copies of our quarterly magazine Down to Earth and instead produced only
electronic copies. We sent these out, free of charge to everyone on our ‘extra’ mailing list. We have now restarted
printing and so you will no longer receive a free electronic copy, unless you are a subscriber. If you’ve enjoyed reading
it, we invite you to subscribe to Down to Earth magazine for 2021.
If you already subscribe to printed or electronic copies, please check that your subscription is up to date.

Down to Earth is published quarterly. Take out an e-subscription now for 2021 for just £10.00 anywhere in the world, or £15.00
for printed copies in the UK. We’ll send you the next 4 issues, to the end of 2021. Additionally, all subscribers will get DtoE extra
FREE each month. If you’d like back issues of printed copies, you can get a parcel of these for just £15.00 extra.
HOW TO SUBSCRIBE - Go online at: www.geosupplies.co.uk • Tel. 0114 245 5746 and quote any major card • or send a cheque
(payable to Geo Supplies Ltd.) to: 49 Station Road, Chapeltown, Sheffield S35 2XE
Extra April 2021
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learning zone

Join us on an April Virtual Day School...

We are nearing the end of our programme of Virtual Day Schools
with the final three due in April. These lively and interesting
sessions take place on Wednesdays and are suitable for all. Each
day begins around 10.30 and ends around 4.00 with live Zoom
sessions and materials to study at home.

April 7 Major limestones of the UK
Limestones occur throughout the country. They are amongst our most
useful rocks. How did they form and what are they used for? In this
day you’ll be learning all about limestones, from the
Cambro-Ordovician Durness of NW Scotland to the Cretaceous Chalk
of Kent. If there’s a limestone near you - we will be covering it!

April 21 There’s gold in them thar hills!
Over many years significant amounts of gold have been found in some
pretty remote parts of the British Isles. We’ve even had our own
version of a Klondike gold rush! Today, there are gold prospects in
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. This day school will take a
look at the gold deposits of the UK, past, present and future.

April 28 Metal mining in the Southwest of England
The Romans found tin in Cornwall, and that was singularly their most
significant discovery, which brought riches to their empire. But tin
isn’t the only metal to be found in Southwest England. There was also
copper, lead, zinc, iron and today there’s the prospect of lithium and
rare earth elements. This promises to be a great day of discovery for
everyone!

Virtual Day Schools cost £20.00 each or, if you’d like printed papers
for each they are £5.00 extra.

We are now taking enquiries and bookings
for residential trips once again...

We are now able to see the steps to reopening more clearly across the
nations of the UK. However, we remain cautious, so it may not be
possible to run each and every trip that’s listed below. Remember
that a group trip is different to one that you might undertake as a
single family. Accordingly, it’s trips from July onwards that are
looking much more hopeful.

We will always put the safety of all of our clients first and so, for the
time being we will not be promoting anything outside the UK. To join
any of our trips you will be required to have completed your course of
vaccinations and be ‘fit to travel’. We are currently looking at the
period between May and October of 2021. All this is, of course,
subject to Government approval at the time.

This is the provisional programme for 2021:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Islay, Jura & Gigha - June 5-13 (not certain at this stage)
Shetland Isles - June 19-26 (not certain at this stage)
Heart of Wales - July 3-10
Western Lake District - July 17-24
Worcester Summer School - August 14-21
Outer Hebrides - September 1-9
Forest of Dean - September 13-17

Down to Earth

• Isle of Arran - September 24 - October 1
• South Devon Geopark - October 9-16

Shetland Isles June 19-26
This trip is based at the St Magus Bay Hotel in the North of Mainland
and allows us to explore some of the lesser known parts of Shetland.
We’ll include a day on Unst and also hope to get to the amazing island
of Papa Stour to see excellent Devonian volcanics.

Heart of Wales July 3-10
This trip is based at Neuadd Arms Hotel in Llanwrtyd Wells. You can
arrive by train at the nearby station. We will be taking in rocks and
scenery from a wide area, including local Ordovician and Silurian
rocks, along with trips to the Brecon Beacons and Aberystwyth.

The Western Lake District July 17-24
This trip is based at Summergrove Halls on the edge of Whitehaven.
The campus offers lots of single en-suite rooms with on-site catering
facilities. This offers the perfect base from which to explore the
varied geology of the Western Lakes. We will be taking in Ullswater,
St Bees, Eskdale and Skiddaw to name but a few places. Book early
to avoid disappointment on this trip!

University of Worcester Summer School August 14-21
At the time of writing we are still awaiting final confirmation that this
trip can go ahead, but we are very hopeful. As with all of our Summer
Schools we hope to be able to offer a nice range of places to visit,
along with evening talks and social activities.

The Outer Hebrides September 1-9
This is the equivalent of a coastal cruise as we journey up the chain of
islands from Barra in the south to Lewis in the north. It’s an
opportunity to change your pace and step back in time to ancient
geology and a very much simpler way of life. This is one of the
highlights of anyone’s UK geological journey and September is a
great time of year to do it!

Forest of Dean September 13-18
The Forest of Dean is a lovely area in which to enjoy a short break.
We will be based on the Welsh side of the River Wye in Chepstow.
From here we can explore the varied geology of the Forest which
includes rocks from the Devonian and Carboniferous. The area is
steeped in mining history with the extraction of both coal and iron.
Add to this the glorious scenery of the Wye Valley in places like the
gorge at Symonds Yat. A great place to be!

Isle of Arran September 24-October 1
The Isle of Arran has been described as ‘the geologists’ Mecca’
because it is home to superb geology and fabulous scenery. Autumn is
a great time to visit and we will be based on the more remote western
coast. Do come and join us!

South Devon Geopark October 9-16
The Devon Riviera has been a holiday destination for more than 150
years and we will be staying in a lovely small hotel in Paignton. From
here we will be exploring the local area that lies within the
UNESCO world geopark. This is an area of great coastal scenery,
with lots of Devonian sediments, plus some volcanics. It’s also an
area with some dramatic structures including inverted strata and major
thrust planes!

You can view the brochures online at our website:
www.geosupplies.co.uk. or Email: downtoearth@geosupplies.co.uk
or Tel: 0114 245 5746 for a copy.
Booking forms can only be obtained from us.
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The learning zone

Down to Earth
‘Earth science learning for all’

Now you can book a 2021
Residential Field Trip
with reasonable confidence...

These are the magnificent cliffs in Aberystwyth Grits, one of
the places to be visited during our Heart of Wales trip in July.
(Photo: http://www.virtual-geology.info)

We are now in a better position to offer clarity
about when we can restart our field trip programme.
We are working on late-June as being the earliest we
can commence full residential field trips in line with
Government guidance and targets.
We have had to replace our planned Pembrokeshire
July trip with one to the Heart of Wales, owing to
the non-availability of our hotel. Otherwise, the rest
of the year is as previously announced.
We are already experiencing some pent-up demand,
so the advice is to book early, provided you will have
had both jabs in good time! Note that we have also
fixed dates for the early part of 2022 as well.

To view a brochure, go to our to website at:
www.geosupplies.co.uk or Tel: 0114 245 5746
Booking forms are only available direct from us.
Email: downtoearth@geosupplies.co.uk
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The 2021/2 near certain
field trip programme
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shetland Isles - June 19-26
Heart of Wales - July 3-10
Western Lake District - July 17-24
Worcester Summer School - August 14-21
Outer Hebrides - September 1-9
Forest of Dean - September 13-17
Isle of Arran - September 24 - October 1
South Devon Geopark - October 9-16
Fuerteventura - February 21-28 2022
Southern Norway - March 25-April 3 2022
Raasay & Skye - April 21-28 2022
Northwest Highlands - April 29-May 6 2022
Dingle Peninsula - May 18-25 2022

Full refund, if we, or you, have to cancel due to
Covid-19. Everyone booking will be required to
have completed a Covid-19 vaccination programme
in good time and to be ‘fit to travel’.
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Featured books
books
Featured
for April 2021
December
2020

In each issue we are pleased to be able to introduce you to a range of featured books. Where they are
being offered at reduced prices, these will be current to the end of April 2021 provided that stocks are
available. Please note, all prices include UK postage.

Just out!
£26.00

New!
£14.00

New!
£22.00
6

Recent!
£19.99

Special!
£12.00

Great!
£15.00
New!
£35.00
9

It’s back!
£42.50

The pair
£28.00
BGS map & book packs UK
North & South £16.00
each or the pair for £28.00

New!
£5.50

New!
£18.00

Order online at www.geosupplies.co.uk or ring us on 0114 245 5746
Geo Supplies Ltd 49 Station Road, Chapeltown, Sheffield S35 2XE

